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~/R1-9t_.~p between Cratt ,Kaaam-_z and the Hol7 Ropl Arch. 

' 'rm legend ot t he th1rd er.rt degree and the 1J119t1cal ~ 
ot the Hol7 Ro181 Arch alilm pr•ent a puzzle t o al l i.aan1o 
atudenta . The m-1g1n ot both la obacUN, the period atl their tint 
aaaoclatlan wi t h the canat1tut1oaa and g114 rltea ot operatl•• Maaani-7 
bu not bean d · ·t1nltel7 4eolded • Dl4 tbe7 aria• fr• elabONtlan 
ot teaohSnp ..Wded. ln the tNdltlonal hiator7 held aeoret b7 the 
oothio Bu1ldera , or were the7 ad••4 when Sn the l'th and l8tb oent"UrJ" 
Maaam-7 •• -ct• •tpee and aooeptect OP apeoulatl.h Hiat017 S.. 
ailent, anl7 a hint w two appear• 1n t!m to gu14a the qUHt tor 
tl'Uth. so ••oh baa to fora h1a 011D oanolmlana and re.oh a deo1aian 
tor him•lt upan auch ••14enoe u he _,. pth• ti-ca hS..tC11'7, and 
fr• a a1;q of the ritual.a th-elvea. 

The aeomct ot tibe artlolM ot lblan ot the Antimt OP Atboll 
Loctgea, and the Ko4errul Lodge• to fora ~ited Grand Lodge t.n 18J:S, 
•• eapeolall7 oc ended to the notloe of all bretbePn aa lt mrb 
a 4epartUN trcm t he det1nl,1cm ot Muam.,. held b7 acme brethren, 
pai-tlcularl7 the JlodernD . "It la declai-ect and pronmmced that 
pure ancient aom-7 cona iata ot three de8J19•• am no ..-., Tis . 
thoe• ot the E.A . the F.c . and t he .u. 1nclu41ng the auprw oi-der 
ot the Hol7 ROJlll Arch. The R. A . -· hl8h 1n the t'aYour ot' the 
Antlenta• rCll' ln 1'66 w i-ead Sn "Al unan r ezan'' the Book ot 
Ccmatltutlam ot tbet.P rival 01-11114 Lodge wrlt~ b7 .. ..-oe Dermot 
tbat the R.A . 1• the"Root Heart and Mari-ow of Free Ma•ani-T'. But 
ti. <Jnn4 s eoi-etlll"J' or tbe Pl'ealer <>rand Lodge or 1717 ( oderna) 
wrote 1n 1759 •om- s oc1et7 1n neither .Ai-ch, RoJal Arch, nor Antlent•. 
Man7 "Mod.ems• honwr Joined the Royal Al'Ch under the Jurladlctian 
ot a ONnd Chapter •t York t'rom 1766 anwarda though the ONn4 LOctp 
atlll did not :recognla• R.A. Uaaam-7, t'ar aa late aa 17M lt c!eolared 
•that the o. Lodge ot Digland" baa not.bing to do wlt.h the prooeectlnga 
ot the soo1et7 ot Ro,al Al'Ch uaacina•. 

Th• the RJ. . •• being WOl'kad by Maaana Sn 1'60. netore that 
date there are but tn retei-enoH to 1t. 

Brother Gould cite• an account ot a proceaaian 1n 17~ o~ the 
•mben &11C1Dg the eu-lleat ot Toughall Lodge, Irelan&!, wh011e H!nut ea 
record "the R. A. oarrled by t wo excellent Maaona•. 

Bro. Hugba 1n h1a Qr1g1n or the English Rite ot F ellaaOIDJ7 i-etera 
to a work pabl1abed b7 Dr. P. Daaalp7,whlab •tatea that an aaaeJllbl7 
ot llaater Maaona under title of R~l Arch J.lUau waa helct at York, 
tbat the7 bad•all paaaed the Chair and were moat Bxoellent lla•ona. 
Thia ... 1n l'"· 

Bro. Tuckett auggeata that the 17m COD11tltutioru1 (Anderaon•a} 
m.1.&ht 1nd1reotl7 r e.ter t o the R.A . s ince Ar t ll. s tate• •The taat er 
ot • panleaJ.ua Lodge -· tm Right am! AuthGP1t7 of CangNgattng 
the 111811bera ot hla Lodge into a Cha~ at plea•ure" and point• 
out the pbraae • the well built Arch 1n the •- writing. Thla 
howeYer 1n v iew of the known nan N conn1t1on or t h• R.A. by 
PJ-9a1er Grand Lodge ia at rangl7 debated. 

JD a Ritual o.t l':iO 1t 1a ••ld "The word which waa once lo•t 
ia now tound• aid Brother Richard Rawl1naon LU>, PRS . writing 1n 
1'8& or t he Ch-and Master Dr. I'eaagul.1er a ••78 •ne -•• wond.-rtul 
brap ot being or t he PU'th order ------he pNtendll that he haa 
t'ound out a JQBterloua Room Pocua \ oJ'"d, which belanga to tlw 
Anath•- prienouncect aga1Dat /JWDla• mid 8appbtra --- md be tui-th.
pretenda t hat whG1111oeftr be (•• a •Jllber of the FU'th C>rdor) •ball 
pronounce th1.a terrible word the peraon •hall !natantl7 drop dom 
dead aa tbe7 did ----- I'll tai; all the care I oan, to keep out 
ot the Dootm-•• •71 ~or I - aure U' be •eta • • and knOn •• 
01lt •~• the gi-eat m1lleayllablcua and I ' • dead •• 1f1lllall the 
Qan~mi-019• • 
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a. 
Here 1• • d1at1not J'9terenoo to the Tetrag•~t'lon ot tba 

hbbal1at• or a• .. •a7, tbeMIOGT'l'ALOllH. together with the poealble 
•••oc1at1on ot the R.A. wlth tbl Craft a• a &th degi-.. - the BA. PC. 

• PK. RA. we th• traoe baok to 172&. 

Ro alnutaa appear to ha•• aUPYlYed earlier than thoae ot StlrlSng 
Chapter ~ 1'1.t:s, and prior to 1725 nothing ~ the R. A. baa eo tar 
appeai-ed. though it -7 have been worked . A ovetul a\IJ9ve7 ot all 
exiat1ng eYidenoe make• it ta1rl7 ••ident that the RA waa eatablillbed 
1n Britain aomewhere about the open!ng ot the 18th cont1117. SGlll 
· "1.d that lt wa• then !ntroduaed btcn the Continent. Dtto. Tarker 1n 

.e ~ hS.. pa'GhJ,et• 1181ltlona that Chenlier Rwe7 (a soott1ah 
PNellbon) lang naldent !n Prance P\lbl1ahed 1n 1798 •The TNvela ot Cy. 
which 1a ot !ntereet to R • .lrch Yaacma, and the aubject ot h1a work -7 
baYe led hta or acne ot hla uaoolatea to f'Ormul.ate otD- n .A. Degree. 

• • Bro. Hugban however cannot deo,l4e whether the continmtal or tM 
Bngl.lah R.A. - th• •en1ar. In an7 oaae, the R. A. appean Sn h1etorr 
about 1'700 AD. llDd 1a cloael7 a1taoo1ated w1th the aotirl.tl•• ot 
Pre-•OD17 ~ that ti.. 

Thia date i• al.•o a a 1pit1cant one 1n Cratt uuo:-J • A bout thl• 
t1119 tbe OPlg1nal Craft llaaonr7 developed dlatinot BA PC degreea, 
and ba4 a third degree, that ot 11 . 11 . added. The •kUled U'Oh1teot ot 
the T•pl• building beo8M the centNl tlguN ot a ·~·· h18b17 
Yalu8d b)' the whole Cratt and d1atlnct frm tbe Stoneoratt teaobtnp of 
flnt two dep-eea • To the9• two degree• Bl md PC were evld•tl7 add• 
B_._tlo and Kabballatlo reterenoea 1n order to lead up to thia new 
third degree, and co-ordinate the whole a79tea •• aho.i Sn the C troapeot ehown the Candidate 1n the H. Naaona ' degree. The date ot t 
-J.l"llUJ.ation of the M II Ritual la geneJ1all7 conceded aa about 1'1ao. 
So the •~leant taot emerge• that the 3° and the RA rlte - the latte 
•oa.plet1ng• the teaohJ.nga of the former, appear 1n oar M••onlc a19tem 
at almoat the •- ts- • a t!lle when the deoa7 of Oothlo building 
art bad brought that great -•ter g114 ot CJ'attmMn to the lowHt apoke 
ot twtww• wheel. and when the work ot non opei-atlw brethren - th~ 
apeoulatlYea ao called - within the old canatlt=lona, tteacued llaa011J17 
trca ruin and gave it the form 1n which we have recelYed lt. Dl lt• 
"Pi-" aooepted and apecnalatlve term the intl&&enee of tbelle brethren 
ot•antlquartan• 1ntereat 1a apparen,. Voraed in the pblloeophle• ot 
the AnOient lt79tettiea 1n an age when the tull etrect of the Renala1tance . 
open.ting upan Dzt1t1ah thought and cultUN, the7 auppl-.ented the 
atone-craf't teaohlnga with owrHpandenaea dNwn ti-cm the Kabba la• the 
Rltea ot Hel'llea , and ot BgJ"Pt , which had been their atud7. 

A ~ul atud7 ot the •taph19lca of our :s0 and Arch Rltuala 
c-.rati-1917 with tbat ot the m.18tett1e• and leganda17 literature ot th• 
centur1ea pi-1or to t he 17t h . indicate to me that onl7 at the beginning 
ot the 18th cmt11197 would the7 ..- Sntel]J.geat and -lcc.9 appeal. to tl 
rank and tile ot Bi-lta1n. 

Th• "myt1te17 teaohinga• of the agea 1n tr1ta1n 1n the Anhunau c.,.e2 
th• Townley Pla19 , Piers Plowman, Faerie Queen. end like .orka •hon 
treatment ot 11mplett and mOl'e pr1m1t1ft order than lt doe• 1n thl• 
1t• current taaonlc garb. And Jll01'8over., the brethren who rece1Yed and 
11Ted bJ' the precept• and ON!1nanoe• of "The 014 Charge•• would not 
appreciate the f'ol'll, tettlns. and alluaiona ot the ritual• •• we now ha1 
tbea. 

The developed Knowledge ot letter• and platonic ph1loeoph7 tbe 
revivala ot leaJ9111ng1 the apread lnto Chriatendma ot the Arablo culture, 
all had lntluenoed hanan thought. Ken no longer had the simple plain 
ou,look auggeated b7 the Regiua Poem, the Sobaw statute•, the Cookla USS . 
ot 1400. Po?! could t1nd a publlo tor hi• Ea11a7 ot Uan and hi• aitvei-aaj 
Pra7ett., our ~ and R . Arch Rite could be f'Orlllllated with tnlr expectatiar , 
ot being appreciated bJ the Maacm. Such alluiona u tboae to •errtng 
f'rom the CentN• "the aublimaJ7 abode"and llUOb teach1nga •• ot r, B T an 
the ot the threo atopa and their 1nYOre1ona to form t he T'• would 

~ --~ 1'70~!1dU!'"" cam1!8hend~-~.~~~~d~!:~~ .. t~!-~~!! .. ~·~~~c-

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



a. 

ritual.a which we eftll tod.a7 need to be cm-etull7 explained , lt muat 
not be •uppoaed that 1n 1700 the7 •re •• eha1o ana d.Uticult ot 
underetanding. Mod.eJ'll aoleno• baa a1noe demanded another mode ot 
thought anct approach to ciroumatanoe. The P1atan1ua and phlloaophlo 
mode or thought or the 18th oentl1r7 haft tallen into d18Wle • al"CM't 
oblivion - 80 lllLlOh 80 that the atuclent ot our r1tuala needa to 
reoapture th1a human outlook to appreca1o.te tull.7 the a1pU1oanoe 
ot man7 ot their utterance. 

• 
The -th-t1o1an 1a the 111J9tlc or our practl~al .... , the 

-taph711loal philoaopber -• the aptlo or 1700. 'J'oda7 Kaaam-7 
aurv1vea, th• aol• repreaentatlve and deaoendant ot the ano1ent 
JQ11terl•• ot <>alrla, Bleuala, Nutbraa, Hermea, eto. the repoa1tor7 
ot the tundamental teachinga ot all ot th•, doing the great WOJ'k 
ot htman oultlu'e the7 "" eaoh 1n turn dea1gned to do, preaentlng 
1n atoneoratt gulae the wladGlll or ta age•. For th1a rea•on 
Ka•ont'J' la claimed b7 our mllghtened atudent• •• aunivlng the 
wreck ot 111ght7 eaplrea, w1thatand.1ng the d oa t ro71ng hand ot TS.. 
and •• u1at1ng ~cm tiae iwmorlal • - and _,. it ao be tranamtt ted 
pure and unsullied t hrough the agea to ccae •• we now Noelw it. 

Maaonr7 doea not reat upon lt1 hlatm-7 nor it• ten-al aett!np 
tor it• wen-th. Par lta J119terI.Maaonr7 1a valued, and tor all wbo 
look w1 th tbl Vella 1 there la d OOVer7 or the tl'Utb ot lite• 

The Ro,.l Arch 1a the olS.U ot Fre•-•ODFJ• It cmapl.etea the 
third degree what la loat through Yiolmo• md ••ltlah egos.a. 
la retound 1n the vault ot lunar being b7 the reverential aeelmr. !tr •18118 ot the R.A. correapand 1n number with the P. P.o.P. ot the 
~ .- the latter ahow our relatlonah1pe ane to another 1n brotherhood. 
and benevolence, the tCD'Mr the relat 1onah1p ex1at1ng between -
and the Divine • the t1n1te and the 1ntln1te. 

Man 1n the a0 la led to the atud7 ot tb9 moat Sntere•ttns ot all 
m.an atud1•• • h!mlet, to 1dentU,. hlmelt, not w1tb htg mortal 
~ habituated b70en6tloenoe and obar1t7 taught ot a 1 • nor with 
the intelligent nature and ll1n4 b7 which he la !mtrummted in the 
a0 , nor ,.t with the triple ego1o power wh1ob ••lt1ah17 graapm at 
power and 1n alaJ'ing the aplrltual promlae wlthSn loaea the aeoret 
ot lite. SUoh are not he. He 1a the vital and tF*POlrtal prlnolple, 
burte• 1n tba Centre, hla Jfature 1a 1ta graw, tr• which cm •ratalng• 
be pereelwa lt. Within the centre, - a•B a•w and a•bet 11 and s 
5' or ._.. perp ........ be t!n48 bllllllelt ant earthl.7 repreaentattn• ot 
the aldlled artUloer the JJuter H It B, a w1dowta •on - rebom ot lU•. 
Thla centre la ao eT1dentl7 the Pineal centre held tlll the 18th 
Centur7 ( 1n aooordano• wlth the trad1t1ona ot the 11J9ter1ea) to be the 
domicile o~ the Spb-1tual· Man ln Earth. In that Centre ahSnea the 
l.1ght which ooaea trom above, t r oa the sun Sn lta •rl41an splendour. 

To canvSnoe a man ot hla aplrit being beJ'Olld "nature and 8o1enoe• 
bod.7 and Jlind la • work 1n 1taelt, the work ot a a0 

- a ralalng or 
upl.1.ttmont To show him how to be and uae the power ot thla newbom 
aplrlt canaclouan••• 1• ,et angthel- work. - • Rlt• rather than a 
gi-ade, atep or degree. The S •ralaea" man to higher canac1owmeaa, 
t o ap1r1tual birth the Arch Rite 1111••nea the happln••• and cn-4erlng 
ot ap1r1tual lite. 

He baa again and again to mter the Yault ~'!t being and ttnd that 
Centre. Re ba8 to rebuild hla nature 1n the -«inght ot that s pirit 
preaenoe. Who 1• t here who ••• the tir at hauae - wh1ch roee talr 
and at tl!-at honourable to the builder - and how do we aee lt nowT 
I t ha• tallen through ••~ will and egolo aeltlabne••• Yet be 
atrong and work, build, "I aa• with thee ••1th the ·Lord. - The 
Int1n1te t\motlcna creatlTel7 1n the tlnlte. So man make• hl• •J 
bJ' labouralang hi• "llUb9'9l'NDMll " pa••ase or pll8J97 to hi• own 
aeoret and aacred place. 
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... 

'· Be .wrenohe1 torth the bond• ot old habit•, am aelt oonjeotm-e • 
the two 'Arch Stonea ~he dialogea the keystone or the dominating eelt 
and enters the Yault to tind the origin ot his being, the "in the 
beginning" of hi• hight and 1n the meridian splendour of high 12, 
the true worship or the living Divine "Inverinnea Cultor dei o Civia 
N'UDl(ti•, he joyously inscribes tpon his jewel. . 

"The Ancient Bard" is made by Tennyson to say to the young poet 
whose sceptical and sensuous poem he scans -

it thou - - - - - - wilt dive 
Into the Teaple cave or thine own self, 
There brooding hy the ~ntral a1tar thou 
Kayat haply learn the oiunelesa has a voice 
by whioh t hou wilt . abide, it thou be wise. 

and so briefly indicate• the myatic truth or the 3° and R. Arch Ritual 
which they ao richly elaborate. ~or the relat1onah1p ot the R.A. to 
the C&art la auch that the R.A. could have no esoteric meaning without 
the ~ would not unveil its full aigniticanoe without the R. Arch rite 
Eaoh need• the other, and both need the prior building of the pillar• 
that 1n ouraelYea, 1n that Place, the intinite can establish Hi• name 
to stand tirm tar ever. 

Among the Rulea or the Grand Chapter or 1778 A.D. regulation 'Ir 
read1:-

•That to this exalted degree, none are to be admitted but men ot 
the belt character, and repute • ot good natural capacity - ~~~ aome 
degree ot educrticm - open, generoue, liberal in aentiment,totall~ 
~eYoid of auperetition bigotry and real philanthro~ta ----" I aa 
arreated by the words Atotally devoid of superstition". I am glad to 

liae that it 1• only aa I, tree tram acquired mortal conception, 
'}1rejudice, superetition"and self opinion, true to the diacer!Vlcmts bOJ 
ot experiencing in sane living, can enter the interiority or cave or 1 
own Reing and or the Present, beyond bod7 paJCh1c aenae, mind and deat 
that roan touch and find that one Reality which alone ia, myaelt and 
all elae, •• a R.A. Mason I realise all creeds, dogmas, opiniona, 
theories and philoaophiea aa mentally preferred idea• merely pointing 
a way along the aubterranean galler-.r or Being. Within i• Reality beat 
realiaed and telt aa a brotherliness in and ror all lite, and aa a 
genuine practice ot Philanthropy. 

To the hltyetic or Masonry who has learned to pene~rate th1: . 
myaterioua veil which rests upon the prospect of the liiipendin ering 
through the d.arknesa viaible assisted by the light trom aboYe, the aun 
alwaya at high noon to P. Kaaonry the relationship or our Rite to the 
Cratt degree• 1a perceiYed a1 the connection• of those hU11an veaturea 
enaldn1ng the UIWeraal Spirit he share• with every one or his tellowa. 
He now does thi• deapite the many change• 1n our ritual•. The passing 
of these veils tracing the progress or man to his sanctum aanctor~Ull 
b7 &aooal1at1c tachings, and still practised in Beaufort Chapter 
Bristol, la emit'-'. Ol'41MP1l.J 1'rca our texts; t he old script drawn 
from the Kabbala and Talll9'fd {Tarker) hu been oYerla14 by 
interpolations like that or the quotation flt-om -Pope's Univeraa~ ~~a~'!!!!!y-r=---
( "In every age in every clime, adored by saint by savage, by aage, 
Jeb9fAh LoTe Lord") the whitewash of a puritan period coneealtng not 
deatroying the pictured aainta on the walla or our old churchea1 the 
Clatonist thought and teaching or mediaeavaliam ha1 yielded to mod.em 
aclentitie matter ot tact th1.nk1ng and i'1duct1v4ogic. Let he who baa 
eyea to see can aee - the connection ot our wholesyatem is ccapleted in 
the Arch, and the Knowledge of Kaaonry •o perceiYed inspires its 
adherents with the moat exalted idea1 of int'inite Being, leads to the 
exercise or the purest and moat deTout piety and the practise or a 
benevolence and Charity in Universal philantbroPJ• 

C - In this paper I seek to establish aggumenta of historical and 
JR78tical aignlticance for the inclusion ot 3 and H.R .A. Rite 1n our Ke 
System about 1'720 - by the Speculat1.Yea or Jfon-operativea of that time. 
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